4.0 On the water

4.1 |ALA buoyage system

A system of buoys, marks and lights, known as the
International Association of Marine Alds to Navigation and
Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) Buoyage System “A', is used
to assist safe navigation. These are the equivalent of road
signs on highways. Study a chart, as well as the buoys
themselves, to familiarise yourself with their meanings.

Each type of mark has a unique combination of colour,
shape, topmark and light. You must be able to recognise
these and pass them safely on the correct side,

Lateral marks

Port and starboard marks are reflerred to as lateral marks,
They indicate the port and starboard hand sides of
navigable waters (channels).

When a port and starboard mark are placed near to each
other, travel between them,

Often lateral marks are not placed in pairs where the safe
side to pass is generally determined by the direction of
travel to or from the sea.
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Photo example

When going upstream (away from

the sea):

¢ keep red (port hand marks) on
the left-hand side (1o port)

e keep green (starboard hand
marks) on the right-hand side (to
starboard).

When going dewnstream (towards
the sea):

* keepred (port hand marks)
on yourright-hand side (to
starboard)

s  keep green (starboard hand marks) on your left-hand

side (to port).
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Local direction of buoyage

Where there is doubt, the
direction of buoyage is
indicated on charts by the
symbal.



















